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Be strong and courageous and do the work. Do not be afraid or discouraged,
for the LORD God, my God is with you. Chronicles 28:20

Dear St. Catherine Families,

It’s hard to believe it’s April! I hope this finds everyone happy and healthy. Well, OK –
maybe we aren’t so content with all facets of our lives right now, but I hope that you can
still find some moments of happy!! I can tell you that the teachers are finding happiness
every day when they get to see the faces of your kiddos online. One teacher told me, “It’s
what is keeping me going!”

Earlier this evening, it was announced that the governor has extended the ‘Stay at Home’
order through May 4th . While I have not yet received direction from the Office for Catholic
Schools, it is logical to assume this means we will not be returning to school on April 27th
as previously scheduled. Once I have more specific information, I will share it with you. In
the meantime, let’s all take a breath. This may not be what we wanted to hear, but I’m
confident it’s what is needed to keep our children and families safe. We are a community of
faith and our faith, along with adherence to the guidelines, will get us through this.

A positive note to move us forward…your students are doing a wonderful job with their
online lessons! We are so very proud of them and of YOU! Keep it up and please don’t
hesitate to reach out if we can help in any way.

There are a few other things to mention this week:

Online Security
A fellow principal mentioned to me that one of their live classroom sessions on Zoom was
recently hacked and interrupted by someone outside the school community. This was a
good reminder that we should be vigilant about online security, especially now. Zoom has
some additional security settings that the teachers will be employing to ensure their live
sessions are secure.

First, the teachers will begin using random passwords that will be required to access the
live session. This information will be provided with the Zoom meeting link. In addition,
teachers will be using the ‘wait room’ feature which allows them to preview anyone wanting
to enter the session, and then requires them to ‘admit’ each participant/student into the live
session. The teachers will go over these new protocols with the students, but they may
need some assistance at first from you. In addition, the Archdiocesan protocols require
teachers to copy parents on any email sent to students. We are trying to be sensitive to the
amount of emails we send, but this an area we need to follow the security guidelines. Thank
you for helping us to keep our students safe!

Report Cards
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Trimester II report cards will be released electronically via Alma next Wednesday, April 8th.
Please reach out to your child’s teacher if you have any questions. Thank you!

Spring Break
We’ve had some inquiry about spring break and if we will still be having it. The short answer
is YES! Our teachers have been working double time the last few weeks and really deserve
some rest. Likewise, our students and parents could use a break from the online learning!
Spring break will still be April 13-17 and no classes will be held during these days.

Holy Week
Next week is Holy Week and we celebrate the Sacred Triduum: Holy Thursday, Good Friday,
and Holy Saturday. As we do every year, the teachers will spend time next week during
their religion lessons sharing information about these very important days in our liturgical
calendar. Since we aren’t able to participate in our traditional Stations of the Cross we are
looking into some other ideas for participation in the Stations. The teachers will be in touch
with more information on this. Just a reminder that there are some really helpful resources
on the parish and Archdiocesan websites – resources for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter
Sunday.

https://www.stcatherineparish.net/
http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/

Here you can also find links to participate in Easter Sunday Mass. Now more than ever, we
need to come together as one community in prayer. I encourage families to ‘attend’ Holy
Week events and Easter Sunday Mass together to celebrate the hope and joy that Jesus
brings!

That’s all from me this week. Below is a message from Mr. Ward about his plan for helping
to support our students’ emotional needs during this time – please take a moment to read
it.

Thank you!

Good health and peace to you all,
Pam Schwartz

Counseling from Home!

I hope you all have been kind to yourselves during this time of newness and uncertainty.
From the school counseling perspective, I have been continuing my work with respect to
the immense amount of adjustments that are being made at home. To borrow from my
favorite quote, there is no effort without error and shortcoming. With that in mind, I am
going to dive into what I have be up to, and the ideas I have for the future. I will add
counseling updates in each weekly newsletter, so even if your kiddo doesn’t reach out to me
for a check-in, you can always get some counseling news in this way.

School Counseling Page: This has been my hub for most of the stuff I am working
on. From here, you can access helpful resources for helping your student at home,
can schedule a meeting with me, (via Calendly), read my daily reflections, find the
KIND challenge, learn games, and more: https://www.stcatherineschool.net/copy-of-
learning-specialist

Padlets: I have created two “Padlets” that essentially act as walls where you can
post creative content; one for daily reflections, and one for reminders of hope. These
Padlets have the capacity for others to add whatever they would like. Feel free to add
videos, songs, writings, or any creative piece of yours to either Padlet! Here is the
link: https://padlet.com/StCatsSchoolCounselor

Check-ins: It has been such a joy to see some of your kids on Zoom. I have been
checking in with students for all sorts of reasons, not just counseling. Now that we
are getting in the flow of things, I am going to attempt to check in with each student
throughout the next month or so, and start up many of my counseling groups again!
Some students have asked if I could host class-wide meetings as well. That, and
virtually recesses are definitely desires of mine.

Flipgrid Lessons: I will be adding short lessons for each grade level each week. Just
additional social/emotional activities to do at home! This week, I focus on self-
compassion. Here is the link: https://flipgrid.com/stcatscounselor

Lastly: I am incredibly flexible during this time, but would greatly appreciate some
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feedback on what is working, what is not working, and where you may appreciate
some support.

Thank you all tremendously! – Mr. Ward

The grooviness must go on... from home!
Greetings parents,

An update on all things auction:
As you read in Pam's newsletter last week, the auction will be held online. Details on
how to bid and when to bid will be shared in early April.
Procurement. We still need your items - or money! You can donate by credit
card online. Our procurement deadline is next Friday, April 3. If you procured an item
prior to our shelter-in-place order, but haven't turned it in, please fill out the online
procurement form so we know about it. Please also email a picture of it so we can
advertise the item online.
We will begin charging families $200 ($100 for preschool) via FACTS on April 10th if
we have not received an item, donation, or heard from you.
Class projects. We know some of our classes are unable to finish projects due to the
inability to gather. That is OK. We will work with each class on a case-by-case basis.

Please contact us with questions. Wishing you and your family good health and sanity.

Kristin & Kelly

Kristin Adams Litke, Development Director
klitke@stcatherineschool.net

Kelly Grant, Auction Chair
keredding4@yahoo.com
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