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Be strong and courageous and do the work. Do not be afraid or discouraged,
for the LORD God, my God is with you. Chronicles 28:20

Dear St. Catherine Families,

By now you have likely heard of the governor’s announcement that all K-12 schools will
remain closed for the rest of the school year. While there was a general feeling that this
may occur, it was still difficult to hear. I know that this news brings sadness and many
questions for us all. Kristin Dixon, our Superintendent at the Office for Catholic Schools has
shared this letter with all staff, teachers and families addressing the governor’s
announcement. She also asked us to distribute this Q&A document as well. It provides some
answers from the Archdiocesan level. Please take a moment to read these over. 

No question, this is a loss for all of us. It is also hard on both students AND parents. We
know you are juggling the new demands of supporting your students’ online learning while
also trying to continue to work and maintain your daily lives. We see you and we THANK
YOU! The next couple of months will be challenging, but we can do this together. On the
school side, teachers will continue providing instructional excellence to ensure that your
children will continue learning and thriving! Our staff will also continue working behind the
scenes to keep our ‘remote’ school running smoothly. I’ve said it before, and I’ll say it
again…We got this! 

With Holy Week at hand, it is an opportunity for us to walk the Passion with Jesus in a way
that we may not have experienced in the past. Like many of us feel now, Jesus too was
worried and scared. Maybe we can give our worries and fears to Jesus this week as He walks
toward the cross? Yes, Jesus was weary about what lay ahead, but he also had hope. I
encourage us all to find our hope in Him this Holy Week. A friend of mine reminded me that
“We can’t have resurrection without death.” I know that these times are frightening and
uncertain, but I also know that we too will rise again from these challenging days! 

Last week I included some helpful links and resources for Holy Week and Easter. Here is
another, through Northwest Catholic Journal:
https://mailchi.mp/seattlearch/celebrating-holy-week-in-the-time-of-covid-19?
e=aa80ae255f

In honor of Good Friday, our online classes will end by noon on Friday. The teachers are
spending time during their religion lessons this week teaching the students about Holy
Week. Fr. Patrick is also ‘visiting’ some classes via Zoom this week as well. 

Rather than sending out the regular bulletin on Thursday, I will include that information in
this communication. Please be sure to read on – there is important info. for both parents
and students! 

https://www.stcatherineschool.net/
https://files.constantcontact.com/f674aa1d201/26f7452d-ea75-4fcc-871b-f099423d916f.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/f674aa1d201/1cc71f7c-92ca-4fab-8261-cb462a8a5411.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/seattlearch/celebrating-holy-week-in-the-time-of-covid-19?e=aa80ae255f


Report Cards for Trimester 2 will be released electronically tomorrow (Wednesday). We
will send an email notifying you when they are available in Alma. Please reach out to your
child’s teacher if you have any questions. We are still in conversation with the Office for
Catholic Schools and OSPI about how we will proceed with ‘grades’ for Trimester 3. Once I
know more on this, I will let you know. 

Zoom Passwords & Online Security Continued: We’ve had a few glitches with adding
passwords/codes for the live Zoom sessions this week. To access live Zoom sessions, your
students should use the link and passwords provided by their teachers. In the event they
cannot access the session, they should not use the link provided and instead follow these
steps:

1. Go to https://zoom.us/
2. Click ‘Join a meeting’
3. Enter the meeting ID
4.  Click on ‘Run’
5. Enter the password

Teachers are communicating this same information to students and families as
well. Students only need to this if they are having trouble accessing the session via the link
provided by their teacher. 

In addition, we need parents’ help in reminding their children that they may NOT
share any material via their school Google account that has not been authorized by
the teacher.  Teachers will emphasize this message as well. Thank you for your help!

Survey: Be on the lookout for a Survey Monkey request later this week to provide us your
feedback with regards to your child’s experience with the online learning program. We are
also sending a separate survey to the middle school students (6th-8th) to ask for their
feedback as well. Thank you for taking the time to complete the survey, as we will be using
the data to help make necessary adjustments to the program for the remainder of the
year. 

CALLING ALL STUDENTS! Introducing SCNN - St. Catherine News Network:         
Who would like to participate in our first episode of the St. Catherine News Network -
SCNN? We have been missing our daily morning announcements at school and are looking
for some brave Tigers to volunteer to help us bring this back! Student volunteers will need
to be willing to record themselves reciting one of the following:

St. Catherine Daily Prayer
Flag Salute
Weekly Weather Forecast
Birthdays
‘Would You Rather’ answers (see below for explanation)

Students interested in participating in any of the above options will need to complete this
survey by WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15th. Ms. Richard will follow-up with a script for the selected
students to record from home. For now, we are going to start with one SCNN
announcement per week. If interest is high, we may increase the frequency. 

The ‘Would You Rather’ question is a poll that students can participate in each week. For
example, our first ‘Would You Rather’ question is:  WOULD YOU RATHER... be unable to
move your body every time it rains, or not be able to stop moving when the sun is out?
Why?

To submit your response, students just need to email their answer to Ms. Richard at
jrichard@stcatherineschool.net  She will compile all the responses and share the results on
the following week’s SCNN broadcast. 

Stay tuned for our first episode of SCNN airing the week of April 20th! We are also
looking into possible options for a virtual talent show. More to come on that after spring
break!

Support St. Catherine Family Businesses! The current situation has caused great
hardship for many small businesses, including those owned by St. Catherine families. We
want to do everything we can to help support those family businesses, so here’s a ‘shout
out!’ 

Woodlands Pizza
8314 Aurora Ave. N.
206-588-0096
http://www.woodlandspizza.com/
Woodlands Pizza is our official supplier on Tuesday pizza days at St. Catherine! They also
have amazing salads! Takeout or delivery is available via Postmates, Grub Hub and Uber
eats. Mention you are a St. Catherine family and they will give you a 15% discount!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXYayLXTxBE3FWU1t5Is-GXBAkfIt-ACOsD-PLyRctQAOs0w/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:jrichard@stcatherineschool.net
http://www.woodlandspizza.com/


Mojito
7545 Lake City Way
206-525-3162
https://www.mojitoseattle.com/
Mojito is famous for its delicious Latin American & Cuban food! Takeout or delivery is
available via Chow Now, Uber Eats, and Bite Squade. Sadly, their business was recently
vandalized, creating even more financial challenge for this family owned business. This is a
link to the news story recently aired:
https://q13fox.com/2020/04/06/were-trying-to-hang-by-threads-seattle-restaurant-
vandalized/ 

Please help to support these St. Catherine family owned businesses! THANK
YOU! If you have a local family owned business you’d like us to mention, please email me
the information. 

A reminder that there will be no online classes next week in recognition of spring
break. Please take some time to relax and renew. Happy Easter to you all!

Peace & Blessings,
Pam Schwartz 
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