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Be strong and courageous and do the work. Do not be afraid or discouraged,
for the LORD God, my God is with you. Chronicles 28:20

Dear St. Catherine Families,

I pray this finds you all healthy and well. Sorry this bulletin is a day late – I’m finding that
it’s best to send it on Thursdays so that I can include any information that comes up during
our Wednesday staff meeting. So, while we are out of school, the bulletin will come on
Thursdays. With one full week of online classes under our belt, we are learning to navigate
this new instructional world a little more each day. We THANK YOU for all you are doing to
make this work! We know that some students and families are experiencing various
challenges with this new online learning program. If so, please reach out to your child’s
teacher or me so that we can help. We are here for you! In the next week, we will be
putting together a short survey that will help us to gauge how things are going overall. As
with any new program, adjustments will need to be made along the way and the survey will
help us to do just that. Here are some notes from our experience over this past week that
will help things go smoother for everyone:

We know that you are being bombarded with emails, and we are looking at ways that
we can streamline the amount you are receiving. Even so, it’s super important that
you read and respond to them (when necessary), as this is our primary mode of
communication right now.
It will take some time for students to get into the rhythm and routine of it all, and
teachers are doing their very best to be flexible during this time of transition. Again,
if your child is struggling, please reach out. We will work with you to make
adjustments for your child/family.
With the aforementioned message in mind, students are expected to participate in
every class, every day. Please reinforce this message with your children (this is
mostly in reference to the middle school grades). If there is a reason your child is not
able to attend each class or complete the required assignments, please communicate
this with the teacher. Teachers are emailing parents when a student is ‘absent’ from
a class or not turning in their work. Please be sure to respond to those emails. Again,
we acknowledge there are some special circumstances that need to be considered.
Adjustments can be offered in such situations. If this is the case, we need to know.
Otherwise, students are expected to fully participate. Thank you for your help!
The middle school team will be ‘meeting’ once a week to discuss their plans and
share information regarding assignments and projects. This will help to ensure that
students aren’t getting overloaded.
Students should be checking their class schedule each morning (or the previous
night) to know which subjects/lessons they need to ‘attend’ that day. We recommend
posting these schedules for each child in a location that is easily visible.
Teachers will be using their online homework calendars to post due dates on
assignments. Middle school teachers are using one, shared homework calendar for
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ease of reference. We were hearing from some families that the homework load feels
overly heavy. If so, please communicate this to the teacher. NOTE: Not all work that
is assigned on a particular day is due that day. Often teachers assign something that
is not due until later in the week.
It is recommended that students use Chrome to connect to Google Classroom – it
tends to work smoother.

Let’s Stay In Touch!
We would love to gather more inspiring pictures of our students and families as they
navigate these days and continue learning at home. Use #bravetigers or email your
favorites to klitke@stcatherineschool.net and we'll share!

Also, if you have new suggestions for at-home activities that you would like to share, please
email them to me and I’ll include them in the bulletin.

Fun Science Activity
A St. Catherine parent shared the following link that includes a great activity on tide pools
and marine life, created by Elizabeth Kennedy, a professor at Loyola University in Baltimore.
You may have to put the ‘field trip’ portion on hold for a couple of weeks, but this is a great
activity!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p2jJKfkBaYpcuFM-
pXiTCI7R6bFJG2DNOfUs5WNBwlo/mobilebasic?usp=gmail 
 
Finally, I’d like to say THANK YOU for the dozens of supportive messages you have sent to
us these last couple of weeks. I have been sharing them with the teachers and staff so they
can feel all the love and appreciation our community has for their hard work and dedication.
I will close today with the following poem written by Richard Hendrick, an Irish priest. Take
a moment to read it; you’ll be glad you did.

Peace & blessings to you,
Pam Schwartz

Lockdown
 
Yes there is fear.
Yes there is isolation.
Yes there is panic buying.
Yes there is sickness.
Yes there is even death.
But,
They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise
You can hear the birds again.
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet
The sky is no longer thick with fumes
But blue and grey and clear.
They say that in the streets of Assisi
People are singing to each other 
across the empty squares, 
keeping their windows open 
so that those who are alone 
may hear the sounds of family around them.
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland
Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound.
Today a young woman I know 
is busy spreading fliers with her number 
through the neighbourhood
So that the elders may have someone to call on.
Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples 
are preparing to welcome 
and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary
All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a new way
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality
To how big we really are.
To how little control we really have.
To what really matters.
To Love.
So we pray and we remember that
Yes there is fear.
But there does not have to be hate.
Yes there is isolation.
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But there does not have to be loneliness.
Yes there is panic buying.
But there does not have to be meanness.
Yes there is sickness.
But there does not have to be disease of the soul
Yes there is even death.
But there can always be a rebirth of love.
Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now.
Today, breathe.
Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic
The birds are singing again
The sky is clearing,
Spring is coming,
And we are always encompassed by Love.
Open the windows of your soul
And though you may not be able 
to touch across the empty square,
Sing.

The grooviness must go on... from home!
Greetings parents,

An update on all things auction:
As you read in Pam's newsletter last week, the auction will be held online. Details on
how to bid and when to bid will be shared in early April.
Procurement. We still need your items - or money! You can donate by credit
card online. Our procurement deadline is next Friday, April 3. If you procured an item
prior to our shelter-in-place order, but haven't turned it in, please fill out the online
procurement form so we know about it. Please also email a picture of it so we can
advertise the item online.
We will begin charging families $200 ($100 for preschool) via FACTS on April 10th if
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we have not received an item, donation, or heard from you.
Class projects. We know some of our classes are unable to finish projects due to the
inability to gather. That is OK. We will work with each class on a case-by-case basis.

Please contact us with questions. Wishing you and your family good health and sanity.

Kristin & Kelly

Kristin Adams Litke, Development Director
klitke@stcatherineschool.net

Kelly Grant, Auction Chair
keredding4@yahoo.com
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