
AGENDA  
St. Catherine’s School Commission 

November 9, 2020 
7:00pm – 8:00pm 

Zoom 
 

Purpose:   To serve as an advisory body in support of the ministry for the good of 
the school community, and to assist the Pastor and Principal in policy 
development and long-range planning for the school.  Please 
remember to respect the confidentiality of our discussions, as 
information discussed may be of a sensitive or preliminary nature. 

 
Attendees:  Pam Schwartz, Kristin Litke, David Piechowski, Jim Hochstein, Chris Lodwig, Betsy 
Hill, Nicole McCoy, Jordan Talge, Christine Tubb, Jill Murphy, Lucy Bisognano, Kathy Cox, Nick 
Juhl, Karin Herman 
 
 

1. Welcome and Prayer        7:00-7:05 
 

2. Principal’s Update        7:05-7:30 
a. COVID 

Public Health stated that schools can keep the classes on campus that are 
currently on campus but St. Catherine’s cannot bring other full grades to campus.  
King County Covid numbers are currently at 176 per 100,000. When K-2 were 
brought back on campus, the number was 52.  There is a provision by public 
health for smaller, younger groups of students to return to campus so the third 
grade will be split into two groups and come to campus two days a week.  This will 
start on November 16.  There was a suggestion of polling teachers about their 
level of comfort teaching in person versus teaching remotely and how things are 
going at the Siena Center.     
 
St. Catherine’s applied for two grants and already received one Fulcrum 
Foundation grant of $60,000 for Covid relief to offset expenses incurred for PPE, 
Technology, Instructional Resources as well as other more hidden expenses. The 
second grant from the Fulcrum Foundation is for $50,000 for capital expenses to 
improve ventilation for the facilities. 
 
Principals in the north Seattle region all agreed to resume school directly after the 
holiday breaks as they felt that many families would extend their out of town 
vacations if schools went fully remote after the holidays.  A recommendation was 
made to follow up on Pam’s announcement in the bulletin about families’ options in 
this regard.  Wording suggested included “As cases rise in King County and 
families get together in larger groups over the holidays, families should feel free to 
stay at home and attend school remotely for a period of time due to the possibility 
of increased transmission during the time immediately following the holiday break 
periods.”   
 

b. MAP Update 
Grades 2-8 were tested on reading and math and all but one student tested.  
Students took more time to complete the MAP test and St. Catherine’s is pleased 
with the result with 2/3 of students showing growth from fall to fall.  There are 
over 30 students with diagnosed learning challenges and outcomes aligned with 
that along with those students who showed significant growth and need 



enrichment opportunities.  The results will be used by the school and teachers to 
know where are the gaps to fill.  Winter MAP testing for math has not been 
decided yet by the Archdiocese.   
 

c. Enrollment and Pre-registration Document 
St. Catherine’s is receiving a high volume of inquiries for next year, but not 
knowing if school will be held remotely or not next year, impacts enrollment - 
namely how many families St. Catherin’s can accept.  St. Catherine’s is doing a 
rolling enrollment for Kindergarten slots, which is a change from previous years 
and helps to cement family committee earlier.  The numbers of families enrolled 
will continue to the point of max capacity to allow for the six-foot distance apart in 
the classroom.  This is only for preschool and Kindergarten (or for smaller classes 
1-8). These new families will be sent a pre-registration document and to hold their 
slot one month of tuition of at this year’s rate will be collected to be applied to 
their first month, which helps lock families in earlier with less risk.   
 

 
3. Marketing Development Update      7:30-7:35 

St. Catherine’s held a virtual open house for the first time and had 28 people show up for 
the two sessions. Applications are coming in and families are asking for tours.  Ten 
applications for preschool and five for Kindergarten have been turned in and pre-
registration forms will be sent out.  The Tiger fund raised $44,000 with a goal of $60,000 
by the end of May and 100 families participated.  Online form for the Tiger fund seemed 
to work well.  New families are being welcomed and given swag bags.  Ways to welcome 
new families and connect them to the community will continue to be explored. 
Concentrated advertising for enrollment is focused on social media and neighborhood 
blogs.   
 
 

4. Sharing School Commission Work      7:45-8:00 
a. Posting meeting minutes on Website? 

Meeting minutes will be posted on the St. Catherine’s website under the School 
Commission tab.  The website will need to be updated to accommodate this 
change.  

b. Bulletin Announcement/Reminder? 
It was decided to post meeting minutes instead of making a bulletin 
announcement. 

c. Quarterly Summary? 
It was decided to post meeting minutes instead of a quarterly summary to limit 
email volume to families. 

d. Other? 
 
 


