
 
 
June 17, 2020 
 
Dear St. Catherine Parents, 
 
As we close out this unprecedented school year, we are already beginning to plan for the fall.   Last week, the 
state published guidelines for reopening schools, which largely focus on adhering to social distancing 
requirements and implementing new health and safety protocols.  While we can’t know what the summer 
months will bring in terms of the virus, we are preparing for many different scenarios.  As of today, our 
primary focus is a back-to-school model that will bring all students into the building for instruction, all day, five 
days a week, and within the health and safety guidelines identified by the state.  We are also creating plans to 
quickly and efficiently return to online learning if schools are required to close again in the future or the 
state’s recommendations change. Here are the overarching components of our plan: 
 

● Create a facility planning team to explore options for classroom instruction that will accommodate a 
6-foot distance between desks.  This may require moving classes to temporary spaces that will safely 
accommodate class sizes.  

● Establish a team of health professionals to develop a plan for health guidelines and screening 
protocols.  This includes:  

o Performing daily health screenings and temperature checks before students enter the building 
each day  

o Protocol for isolating individuals who fall ill during the school day 
o Health guidelines and standards for attending and returning to school after any illness  
o Protocol for reporting illness  
o Establish expectations for wearing masks, frequent washing/disinfecting of hands, etc.  

● Establish protocols and schedules that will limit exposure to larger groups, including drop off/pick up, 
recess, lunch, etc.  

● Create schedules for disinfecting classrooms and high use areas multiple times a day 
● Update and fine-tune the remote learning plan and structure; make necessary technology purchases to 

improve the online program and provide live-streaming capabilities within the classrooms (for students 
who are unable to attend classes in person)  

● Provide additional remote learning training for students and parents 
● Determine a plan for the extended care program that adheres to social distancing requirements  
● Develop a plan for addressing and supporting students’ social-emotional needs 

 
As you can see, we have a lot of work ahead of us, but we can do it!!  Now, more than ever, St. Catherine 
School is committed to continuing our mission of providing an exceptional, faith-based education to all our 
students, no matter the challenges thrown in our way.  As the details of this plan become clearer, I will share 
them with you.  Over the summer, you can expect an update from me at least once every couple of weeks.  I 
will also be scheduling grade level Zoom sessions in late July/early August to ensure everyone has the 
information they need to begin the school year successfully.  In the meantime, feel free to email me anytime.  
 
Peace & blessings to all, 
Pam Schwartz  


