
Title: Erin O’Donnell, Social Studies, 2018-2019 

Month(s)  Topic/Theme/Chapter/Unit  Essential Questions  Common Core and/or 
State Standard 

SLE  Assessments (Formative & 
Summative - Varying Types) 

September  Unit 1: Responsible Citizenship 
● Rules and Laws 
● Respect and responsibility 
● Choices we make 
● Friendship 
● Honesty 
● Working together 
● Perseverance and 

sportsmanship 
 

Why do we have rules 
and laws? 
How do the choices 
we make affect others? 
Ourselves? 
How do you be a 
friend? 
How do you show 
sportsmanship? 
 

2.1.1 Understands that when 
individuals and families make 
choices about meeting their 
needs and wants, something is 
gained and something is given 
up.  

1A 
2A,E,F 

3C, E, F 

End of Unit Test- Summative 
Unit Craft- formative 
Daily Worksheets- formative 
 

October  Unit 2: Families Long Ago and 
Today 

● Past, Present and Future 
● Learning about the past 
● Life long ago 

○ Homes, clothing, 
transportation, food 
entertainment, and 
technology 

● Diverse communities 
● Our families 
● Family and cultural traditions 

How do families grow 
and change over time? 
 
How are families 
similar? How are they 
different? 

4.1.1 Understands and creates 
family timelines to show events 
in a sequential manner.  
 
4.4.1 Understands how 
knowledge of family history 
can be used to make current 
choices.  
 
3.2.3 Understands why families 
make decisions to move.  
 
3.2.1 Understands that the way 
families live is shaped by the 
environment.  

1A 
2B, C 
3D, F 

End of Unit Test- Summative 
Unit Craft- formative 
Daily Worksheets- formative 
 

November  Mini Unit: Pilgrims and Native 
Americans 

● People and the events that we 
celebrate 

● Learning about pilgrims 
● Learning about Native 

Americans 
● The first Thanksgiving and 

Thanksgiving today 

Why do we celebrate 
Thanksgiving? 
How has 
Thanksgiving 
changed over time? 

5.2.2 Uses texts and visuals to 
identify the main ideas or key 
details to study family life.  
 
3.2.3 Understands why families 
make decisions to move.  

1A 
2D, E, F 

3A, D 

End of Unit Test- Summative 
Unit Craft- formative 
Daily Worksheets- formative 



December/J
anuary 

Unit 3: Holidays Around the World 
● Traditions, culture, and 

celebrations 
● Mexico-las posadas, 

Germany- saint Nicholas day, 
Italy- Christmas, Sweden- St. 
Lucia day, India- Diwali, 
Israel- Hanukkah, Australia- 
Christmas, United States- 
Kwanzaa, Africa & the 
Middle East- eid al-fitr, 
Canada & USA- Christmas 

How are holidays 
celebrated in different 
cultures around the 
world? 

5.3.1 Engages in discussions to 
learn about how families live 
around the world 
 
5.2.2 Uses texts and visuals to 
identify the main ideas or key 
details to study family life. .  

1A 
2A, C, F 
3A, C, G 

End of Unit Test- Summative 
Unit Craft- formative 
Daily Worksheets- formative 
 

February  Unit 4: Community Economics 
● Working in a community 
● Earning Money 
● Wants and needs 
● Goods a services 
● Natural resources 
● Producers and consumers 
● Supply and demand 
● Money choices 

 

How do jobs and 
money affect people in 
a community? 

2.1.1 Understands that when 
individuals and families make 
choices about meeting their 
needs and wants, something is 
gained and something is given 
up.  
 
5.4.1 Describes how different 
people live using a graphic 
organizer.  

1A 
2B, D 

3A, C, F 

End of Unit Test- Summative 
Unit Craft- formative 
Daily Worksheets- formative 
 

March/Apri
l 

Unit 5: Geography 
● Geography tools 
● All about maps 
● Man made structures 
● Landforms 
● Bodies of water 
● Making a map 
● Our continents 
● Our oceans 
● Where we live: our country 

and state 
 

What do we know 
about the geography 
of our world? 

3.1.1 Understands and uses 
maps and globes to identify 
major bodies of water and 
continental land masses.  
 
5.2.1 Understands how 
questions are used to find out 
information.  

1A, B 
2D, E, F 
3A, B, C 

End of Unit Test- Summative 
Unit Craft- formative 
Daily Worksheets- formative 

May/June  Unit 7: America 
● Laws 

What do we know 
about the United 

5.2.1 Understands how 
questions are used to find out 
information.  

1A, B 
2C, D 

End of Unit Test- Summative 
Unit Craft- formative 



● American Symbols 
● The pledge of Allegiance 
● Voting  
● Important Presidents of the 

past 
 

States of America?   
5.4.1 Describes how different 
people live using a graphic 
organizer.  

3C  Daily Worksheets- formative 

        1A, B 
2A, B, E 

3A, B 

 

        1A, B 
2 A-F 
3 A-G 

 

  
Two Types of Assessment: 
Formative Assessment  occurs in the short term, as learners are in the process of making meaning of new content and of integrating it into what they already know. 

Feedback to the learner is immediate (or nearly so), to enable the learner to change his/her behavior and understandings right away. Formative Assessment also 

enables the teacher to "turn on a dime" and rethink instructional strategies, activities, and content based on student understanding and performance. Formative 

Assessment can be as informal as observing the learner's work or as formal as a written test. Formative Assessment is the most powerful type of assessment for 

improving student understanding and performance. 

Examples: a very interactive class discussion; a warm-up, closure, or exit slip; a on-the-spot performance; a quiz.  
 
Summative Assessment  takes place at the end of a large chunk of learning, with the results being primarily for the teacher's or school's use. Results may take time to be 
returned to the student/parent, feedback to the student is usually very limited, and the student usually has no opportunity to be reassessed. Thus, Summative 
Assessment tends to have the least impact on improving an individual student's understanding or performance. Students/parents can use the results of Summative 
Assessments to see where the student's performance lies compared to either a standard (MEAP/MME) or to a group of students (usually a grade-level group, such as all 
6th graders nationally, such as Iowa Tests or ACT). Teachers/schools can use these assessments to identify strengths and weaknesses of curriculum and instruction, 
with improvements affecting the next year's/term's students. 
Examples: End of unit exams, major cumulative projects, research projects, and performances/presentations  


